
Description: 

Zygodiscus slaughteri BuKRY, 1969 

Figs. 5, 6 - Zygodiscus slaughteri BUKRY, n. sp., 5) proximal view, x 4550; 
6) holotype, proximal, x 8080. 

Zygodiscus 
slaughteri 

This is an elliptical coccoliths with eccentricity of 1.2 to 1.5. It has 2 rim cycles visible in proximal 
view. The outer cycle is composed of 30 to 49 (usually 35 to 45) elements which imbricate 
dextrally and incline counterclockwise. The inner cycle is also dextrally imbricated but the 
sutures are radial. Rim counts here are 30 to 50. The outline is smooth, with only a few 
slightly serrate forms noted. The outer cycle surface slopes adcentrally, while the inner cycle 
slopes abcentrally. There are 2 styles of crossbars, both composed of a large number of tiny 
elements. One type has a uniform crossbar of moderate width with essentially parallel margins. 
The second, and more common type, has a radially arranged center (base of a stem) which has 
a diameter greater than the width of the associated crossbar. While the 2 flanking perforations 
which compose the rest of the central area are consistently open, most specimens have partial 
or complete closing of the perforations on the distal surface of the coccolith. 

Maximum diameter: 8.2 fL· 

Remarks: 

This forms was not recognized in distal view. Specimens from the Taylor Marl show steplike 
ridges on the rim elements. 

Type level: 

Early Campanian (Lower Taylor Marl). 
Known range: Albian - Campanian. 

Type locality: 

Lake Waxahachie, Ellis County, Texas, U.S.A. 
Occurrence: Texas, Nebraska, France and Germany. 
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